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Mourns Loss of 
First-Year The-
ater and Dance 
Student
MONTCLAIR STATE STUDENTS FEEL 
PRESSURED TO TAKE IN-PERSON CLASSES
   Montclair State University’s 
administration is requiring stu-
dents taking hybrid classes to 
come to campus this semester, 
despite ongoing safety concerns 
due to the coronavirus (COV-
ID-19) pandemic.
   During the previous fall se-
mester, students taking hybrid 
courses had the choice to stay 
home if they did not feel com-
fortable going to campus. How-
ever, this spring semester, new 
rules have been implemented.
   Charles Fatolico, a sopho-
more television and digital me-
dia (TVDM) major, expressed 
his concerns about in-person 
classes.
    “I don’t understand why they 
got rid of the option,” Fatolico 
said. “I understand it is not ideal 
to have students on the comput-
er all the time, but at the same 
time there is still a pandemic.”
    Due to the number of cases re-
ported in New Jersey during the 
past few weeks, some students are 
concerned about their safety and 
being on campus.
     Conan Ramirez, a junior TVDM 
major, also expressed how he is 
feeling about in-person classes 
during the pandemic.
   “I really don’t feel comfortable 
at all,” Ramirez said, “I think that 
due to the pandemic and the ris-
ing number of people with CO-
VID-19 in this time period, [there] 
shouldn’t be any in-person classes.”
   The administration says that they 
are not forcing students to take hy-
brid courses and they have been 
clear with their instructions and 
policies.
     Montclair State senior media 
relations specialist, Andrew Mees 
spoke about instructions the uni-
versity has put in place for stu-
dents, stating clear information 
regarding hybrid classes.
   “The university is not forcing stu-
dents to take in-person classes,” 
Mees said. “We have been 
clear with instructors and stu-
dents that [have] hybrid class-
es require both in-person and 
online attendance.”
    Some students believe that 
before making any decisions, 
the university should ask for 
everyone’s opinions.
     “It’s a lack of respect for 
the student body, not asking 
us whether we approved of 
them opening the university 
and having in-person classes,” 
Ramirez said. “We are a popu-
lation of people that are very 
close together and one per-
son gets sick, you could get a 
whole building sick.”
     Montclair State says that 
they make decisions regarding 
the pandemic and students’ 
safety by following health ex-
perts’ guidance and science. 
Due to this they unfortunately 
cannot ask the campus com-
munity for their opinions.
 “The administration cares 
very much about our students 
and wants them to be success-
ful,” Mees said. “However, our 
COVID-19 related decisions 
must be driven by science and 
the guidance of health experts.”
    Many students think that it is 
unfair that some people have to 
complete their major require-
ments and those courses are 
only being offered hybrid. With 
this, the uncertainty of being 
on campus forces them to push 
those courses back or take them 
in person because they have no 
other choice.
  Vielka Rodriguez, a junior 
business administration major, 
expressed her concerns in hav-
ing to complete core classes for 
her major.
     “I’m currently taking a hy-
brid class because even though 
I wasn’t planning to be on cam-
pus, I had no other option,” Ro-
driguez said. “In order to com-
plete my major requirements, 
I need to take this course now, 
Jennifer Portorreal
Contributing Writer
which is why I couldn’t adjust 
my schedule.”
   Many students believe they 
should still have the choice to 
stay home as they did in the fall 
semester, even if the courses 
are hybrid.
     Chloe Swift, a TVDM ma-
jor, expressed how she feels 
as a college student attending 
college courses during the pan-
demic.
   “Everyone should be able 
to make the decision of stay-
ing home or take in-person 
classes,” Swift said. “Montclair 
[State] has a really broad group 
of students attending and you 
have kids from [all] over the 
state and we have people from 
different age groups.”
     As of recently the university 
has not sent any new adjust-
ments regarding course meth-
ods, but as the COVID-19 cases 
evolve, so will the administra-
tion’s protocols.
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    The Montclair State University commu-
nity is mourning the loss of Olivia “Liv” 
Morro, a first-year theater and dance ma-
jor who unexpectedly passed on Feb. 10.
      Morro was 18 years old and resided in 
Brielle, New Jersey.
    On that night, an announcement was 
made from the public address system (PA) 
inside the dorm rooms of Dinallo Heights 
stating, “Can I have your attention, please? 
There is a medical emergency in the build-
ing, all students should stay inside their 
dorm rooms.”
     About 20 minutes later, the PA system 
advised students that they could return to 
their regularly scheduled duties.
   The same day, the Montclair State stu-
dent body received an email about Morro’s 
death, offering condolences and support 
to those who knew and cared about Morro.
   Theater studies program coordinator, 
Jessica Brater, organized a Zoom meeting 
to provide resources. There she offered 
support, a sense of community and togeth-
erness for the students who knew Morro 
on Feb. 12.
    Susan Knight, a theater and dance pro-
fessor at Montclair State, appreciated hav-
ing Morro in class. Knight attended the 
support meeting held for the department 
and was pleased by how many people 
shared their memories and thoughts.
     “One of the things that came across 
so much, which I would definitely say, is 
her smile,” Knight said. “I wouldn’t de-
scribe her as a smiley person, you know 
what I mean? It was one of those [smiles] 
when it was there, it was sly and knowing. 
There was this intelligence about her that 
really came across in our one-on-one dis-
cussions.”
   Knight co-taught Morro’s Acting I course 
with adjunct theater and dance professor 
Marcus Harvey, who also attended the 
support meeting held on Feb. 12. Harvey 
saw Morro as a cheerleader for her peers.
     “She created a community space for 
her classmates to have,” Harvey said. “She 
lived fearlessly, in a way that most people 
are afraid to. She created these relation-
ships with people that were unlike her.”
     Danielle Tufariello, a first-year psychol-
ogy major at Montclair State, met Morro 
on the first day of the fall semester.
    “One of the first weeks on campus she 
introduced me to her friend group and we 
stayed up until four in the morning just 
talking,” Tufariello said. “She was very fun-
ny and loud, she was always able to light 
up a room and make people smile.”
   Tufariello believed that Morro was sup-
portive and compassionate.
   “She was someone I could talk to about 
anything I was going through,” Tufariello 
said. “She was there to listen and give me 
advice about something, and helped me 
realize it’s okay to go through things, you 
don’t have to struggle alone.”
     The university has not made a state-
ment regarding a memorial or subsequent 
support meetings held for those outside 
the theater department.
      In lieu of flowers, you can donate to the 
Olivia “Liv” Morro Memorial Fund for the 
MHS Drama Club organized by Brooke 
Finnen on gofund.me. To send condolenc-




Loss of First-Year 
Theater and Dance
Student
Olivia Morro was a resident of Dinallo Heights 
throughout her freshman year of college.
Corey Annan | The Montclarion
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Montclair State Appoints New Vice 
President for Student Development 
and Campus Life
Dr. Dawn Meza Soufleris, incoming Vice President of Student Development and Campus Life, will be starting her new position on April 5.
   After a monthslong national 
search, Montclair State Univer-
sity has selected Dawn Meza 
Soufleris, Ph.D., as Vice Presi-
dent for Student Development 
and Campus Life effective April 
5.
    The university sent out a 
press release announcing Sou-
fleris’ appointment on Jan. 14. 
According to the press release, 
“The vice president oversees 22 
departments with nearly 300 
employees and some 700 stu-
dent workers.”
    Karen Pennington, current 
Vice President for Student De-
velopment and Campus Life, 
will be retiring on April 1, 2021 
to ensure a smooth transition. 
She was appointed to the posi-
tion in 1998 when Montclair 
State had a student population 
of 12 thousand and will be retir-
ing after 22 years in office with 
a student population of 21 thou-
sand.
     Pennington mentioned what 
she was most proud of during 
her tenure.
    “I am proud that no matter 
how much the student body 
grew in size that we did every-
thing we could to treat each 
student as an individual and 
remember that they came with 
their own thoughts, hopes and 
dreams,” Pennington said. “I 
am particularly proud of seeing 
so many students graduate and 
go out in the world and live their 
best lives.”
    According to an email sent 
from the office of the Presi-
dent, the search committee was 
chaired by Donna McMonagle, 
Vice President for Finance and 
Treasurer at Montclair State, 
and included two students: Pau-
lette Gando-Duenes and Jas-
mine Metellus, along with other 
deans, provosts, vice presidents 
and professors.
    Jasmine Metellus, a senior 
business administration major 
at Montclair State, was selected 
by Cindy Meneghin, Director of 
Student Communications, and 
got the approval of President 
Susan Cole to be a part of the 
search committee.
     Metellus said she was looking 
for a candidate with a “students 
first” mindset.
     “We felt instantly connected 
from the time [Soufleris] was 
wearing red and expressing her 
love for the University,” Metellus 
said.
Kelvin Jimenez Michaca| The Montclarion
     Metellus was also looking for 
a candidate who would be able 
to relate to the campus commu-
nity.
   “Knowing and acknowledging 
how intersectionality works for 
our own individual ways and 
how it affects us in society is 
essential especially to this posi-
tion because we’re in a universi-
ty that promotes inclusivity and 
diversity for all to be heard and 
included,” Metellus said.
    She further explained why 
Soufleris seemed to be just the 
right fit for the Red Hawks com-
munity.
   “So having Dr. Soufleris reflect 
and represent on these prin-
ciples that we follow ourselves 
shows the influence it makes on 
students because we’re able to 
relate to one another whether 
as a first-generation student like 
me or a student that identifies 
as Latinx, this is the representa-
tion that is important for people 
like me to see because these are 
spaces that I wouldn’t see my-
self in,” Metellus said.
    Although Metellus is graduat-
ing in May, she is excited to see 
what comes from Soufleris’ ap-
pointment.
     Soufleris had been informed 
by one of her colleagues of the 
job posting at Montclair State. 
Soufleris said she was attracted 
to the university because it was 
a state school, it was a Hispanic 
Serving Institute and it had the 
feeling of family among the uni-
versity despite its 21 thousand 
student population.
    “My grandmother was from 
Mexico, my grandpa’s from 
Mexico,” Soufleris said. “And 
so to be able to work at a His-
panic serving institution, given 
my background, was just some-
thing that I’ve always wanted to 
do.”
   Soufleris, who has a Ph.D. 
in Sociology, attended public 
schooling throughout her life 
and went through the State Uni-
versity of New York education 
system. She also grew up in a 
Hispanic and Irish home.
    Soufleris recalled a time 
when a group of first-generation 
students was surprised to hear 
that someone with such similar 
experiences could serve in a po-
sition of educational leadership. 
“People like us don’t become 
people like you,” she remem-
bers the students saying.
    “We’re gritty, and we’re tough 
and resilient and we’ve got 
dreams of doing things maybe a 
little different than our families 
Kelvin Jimenez Michaca
Staff Writer
or doing things that will help 
our families, which gives us a 
lot of drive,” Soufleris said. “I 
am beside myself that I am go-
ing to a university that caters 
to first-generation students be-
cause you got one right here. I 
am [a] fully 100% of state-ed-
ucated soul and I truly believe 
that state education is just such 
a value for students.”
     Soufleris and Pennington 
have participated in weekly 
Zoom meetings to prepare for 
the transition. That time period, 
in April, is at a time Soufleris 
described as a “vibrant month” 
for universities nationwide, as 
it comes on the heels of com-
mencement season and the end 
of the academic school year.
    When asked about the best 
advice given to her by Penning-
ton, Soufleris said it was “to be 
herself.”
    “She’s been so warm and wel-
coming,” Soufleris said. “I think 
she is invested in helping me be 
successful and I’m so apprecia-
tive of that. I’ve never had a per-
son in the role that I’m about to 
take be so accessible and be so 
engaging and be so honest. And 
I think that’s only going to help.”
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A SNOWY START TO SPRING 2021
   Between the snowstorms, 
the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic and the flu sea-
son, Montclair State Univer-
sity has had a rough start to 
the spring 2021 semester. 
An exciting and rowdy first 
day, typically filled with chat-
ter and cheer from students, 
was instead replaced with 
the roar of construction ma-
chines trying to plow snow 
out of the walkways and the 
deafening howl of the moun-
tain wind.
   Montclair State has tak-
en initiative to try to have 
an equal balance of in-
person and online classes 
this semester, but it seems 
as though many students 
are choosing to stay in the 
comfort of their dorms and 
homes.
   On top of the social dis-
tancing, Montclair State 
made the decision to close 
the restaurants at the Stu-
dent Center Cafe. Fan fa-
vorites, such as So Deli and 
Panda Express, are taking a 
break for the semester, tak-




John LaRosa | The MontclarionConstruction vehicles around campus clear snow out of the way for students to commute around campus.
John LaRosa | The MontclarionA student waits for a ride outside of Dinallo Heights.
Along with the Red Hawk Diner and Café Diem, the Student 
Center Cafe remains closed.
John LaRosa | The Montclarion
John LaRosa | The MontclarionA buried sign outside Blanton Hall gives an idea of how 
much snow accumulated during the last storm.
 themontclarion.org The Montclarion • March 4, 2021• PAGE 5
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Professor Grover Furr lectures his history of journalism in 
America students. Furr is one of only a few professors in the 
College of Humanities and Social Sciences that teaches with 
the Hawk2Hawk modality, an in-person only course.
John LaRosa | The Montclarion
John LaRosa | The Montclarion
John LaRosa | The Montclarion John LaRosa | The Montclarion
Memorial Auditorium has not gotten much use since the start of the pandemic and often sits vacant.
Snow is piled high across the track, burying the west side 
of campus.
Since closing in March 2020, Au Bon Pain, near Sprague Li-
brary, has not opened its doors and it never will. The space 
is going to be reworked as a vending machine lounge.
Carley Campbell, a sophomore journalism major, knits 
before class to help pass the time.
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People mingle outside of the entrance doors before the 11 a.m. service as they wait to be let into the theater.
Joe Pawlowski sent me his short story collection, “The Vermillion Book of the Macabre.”
‘The Vermillion Book of the Macabre’: 
Dark Fantasy vs. the Eldritch
Casey Masterson
Feature Editor
    I had “The Vermillion Book of the 
Macabre” sent to me at the Montclar-
ion office by author, Joe Pawlowski. 
It was an incredible honor, needless 
to say and I was excited to review 
the book. Pawlowski provides an in-
teresting read, although it is hardly 
what I expected.
    “The Vermillion Book of the Ma-
cabre” was published on March 31, 
2020. Pawlowski, from what I can 
tell, is a self-published author and 
has three other novels. This book is 
his only short story collection, with 
16 stories written in it.
    It would be redundant for me to 
go over every short story, along with 
what I thought of all of them in a 
quick succession here. You would 
get bored reading this and I would 
get bored writing it. Therefore, I will 
speak of the book as a whole and 
highlight certain stories when I feel 
fit to do so.
    The short story collections I have 
previously read do not usually have 
interconnected stories. This was 
something that caught me pleasantly 
off guard in “The Vermillion Book of 
the Macabre.” The short stories have 
shared characters and mostly take 
place in a town called Hastur.
    We are never given a time period 
for these stories, but my guess is that 
it takes place during medieval times. 
Something that bothers me about 
any period piece is when the dia-
logue does not match. For example, 
if you have a story in medieval times, 
I would avoid bringing up things such as 
dates (like brought up in “Monster Man.”)
    I will give Pawlowski the credit of try-
ing, with words such as “aye” or “ye,” but 
these small changes were not enough to 
immerse me into the time period.
    With this being said, Pawlowski cre-
ates a nice little world throughout these 
stories. It is my understanding that this 
world was further elaborated on in his 
novels, but I do not think they are re-
quired to read. I would have liked a map, 
to know where other towns were in rela-
tion to Hastur, but this is nitpicky.
    I could have done without the inclu-
sion of chapters from his other novels in 
a short story collection. Even though this 
world may inhabit a shared universe to 
his other works, I do not think it should 
actually involve other stories. Novels are 
novels for a reason; they give the writer 
far more space to expound their world. 
Not doing this leaves the opportunity for 
two problems:
    1. “His Greatest Battle” was confusing 
to me. It is not impossible to understand, 
nor is it badly written. However, I would 
have been more invested in the battle if I 
understood who the people on either side 
were and why they were fighting. This is 
an exposition that is likely to be found in 
his book. This could have been left out of 
the collection.
    2. “Little” has the exact opposite prob-
lem. It is all exposition. This is also pulled 
from a book. I do not know if this is a be-
ginning chapter, or if Pawlowski felt the 
need to fill in some blanks, but this was at 
least 60% exposition. I want a story, not 
explanations leading up to a story.
    The other short stories were balanced 
in their world building. You may need oth-
er stories in the collection to build your 
understanding, but not other texts.
    “The Vermillion Book of the Macabre” 
is marketed as “dark fantasy horror” on 
Amazon. Dark fantasy is a far more fitting 
label than horror for this collection.
    Do I think the book has some dark mo-
ments? Yes. I would not quite call it scary 
though. The scariest story I can recall is 
“The Craftsman,” due to its gore, but that 
is it.
    “The Vermillion Book of the Macabre” 
attempts to cement itself in eldritch hor-
ror, but misses the mark. Pawlowski cap-
tures the otherworldly aspect expected of 
fantasy, but does not go so far as to make 
the reader fear it.
    Pawlowski has his own pantheon of 
pagan-like gods, such as Nebo and Osric. 
He occasionally mentions Dagon, who I 
believe is different from H.P. Lovecraft’s 
character of the same name, as this Da-
gon is mentioned to be a priestess of 
some sort.
    Then Pawlowski mentioned the Great 
Old Ones. You need to earn your eldritch 
god call outs. They are not just some neb-
ulous beings you can mention when you 
feel it will get a rise from your reader. The 
Great Old Ones should be invoked only 
when used for what they are: endless, 
all-powerful, existential beings.
    They are mentioned in “Weaselbeek” 
briefly as Justinian calls to his lost lover. 
The Great Old Ones do not care for our 
individual strife and they would not ap-
pear with the opening of the underworld. 
They could care less about our human de-
sires as we are nothing but the bacteria 
on the sidewalk we step over on our way 
to get coffee.
    We are insignificant to them. To suggest 
otherwise implies a lack of under-
standing.
    With that being said, I do enjoy 
the pagan pantheon that Pawlowski 
set up. If there could be more of that, 
rather than false incantations to the 
Great Old Ones, I would be happier.
    With all of the negative criticism 
being said, there are two stories that 
stood out to me: “A Likeness of the 
Divine” and “The Mask of the Impos-
tor.”
    “A Likeness of the Divine” is rem-
iniscent of “The Picture of Dorian 
Gray.” A woman is gifted a painting 
by her husband, which urges her to 
commit crimes. I wish I could pin-
point what it was about this genre 
that I like. Perhaps it is the switch 
from Dorian’s evil actions being re-
flected in his self-portrait? Who can 
say.
    “The Mask of the Impostor” is the 
best story in this collection because 
it deals with something so relatable. 
Do you ever accomplish something, 
but then go “If only I had done xyz, 
then it would have been perfect?” 
This short story is that sensation.
    As a person who suffers excessive-
ly from impostor syndrome, I found 
this read refreshing. Even the best of 
us feel like impostors sometimes.
    This book was good, overall. I 
would give it a 5.5/10.
    Mr. Pawlowski, if you do read this, 
do not take my critiques to heart. I 
had a fun time reading this collection 
and I am forever grateful to you for 
wanting to hear my opinion. I cannot 
wait to read the next one.
Casey Masterson | The Montclarion
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    As Marissa Di Fulco, a sophomore mo-
lecular biology major, was browsing through 
the clubs and organizations page on the 
Montclair State University website, she 
noticed that one club in particular was not 
available for her to join: a photography club.
    Ever since she was young, Di Fulco had a 
love for photography.
    “In high school, I took some photography 
classes,” Di Fulco said. “I loved that, be-
cause we got to work with film cameras and 
develop the film.”
    With this in mind, Di Fulco decided to 
take matters into her own hands and start a 
photography club so students who share the 
same passion and love for taking pictures 
can come together. Luckily for her, the pro-
cess was simple.
    “There were some documents I had to 
fill out from the webpage from Montclair 
[State],” Di Fulco said. “I just followed the 
checklist. I had to attend a couple of meet-
ings, but it was a pretty smooth procedure.”
    The process is well organized and sec-
tioned into three parts. On the clubs and 
organizations section of the Montclair State 
Gabriella Dragone
Staff Writer
A Snapshot of New Photography 
Club Coming Spring 2021
website, students are able to click on a link 
to start their own organization.   There is a 
checklist on how to become an organization 
and then three sets of paperwork that needs 
to be filled out: a charterment packet, a class 
III/IV constitution and a presentation for 
charterment.
    Once that is complete, the student(s) must 
then complete the Student Government As-
sociation (SGA) “Life After Charterment” 
10 point checklist. This includes creating a 
unique email for the club, attending an SGA 
101 event, filling out forms for Engage, at-
tending financial training as well as utilizing 
Engage 101.
    Once the organization was approved by the 
SGA, Di Fulco prepared for the start of her 
new organization.
    “We will have friendly photo contests and 
challenges,” Di Fulco said. “We’ll have guest 
speakers come in whether they be photogra-
phers and discuss their work or just photog-
raphy in general.”
    Di Fulco also wants to hold gallery events 
where members can showcase their work to 
the public.
    “With that, the public can have the opportu-
nity to purchase the photos that they like, and 
a portion of the funds raised from the gallery 
events will either go to a charity on campus 
or another charity the club decides upon,” Di 
Fulco said.
    Mike Peters, faculty advisor of the club as 
well as the Montclair State photographer, is 
very excited about the start of the club.
    “I’d like to see students really just think 
more deeply about making images,” Peters 
said. “That’s the direction that I’m going to 
push them in and we’ll be exposing them 
to the work of a lot of good photographers 
who...paved the way over the decades.”
    The photography club is open to anyone, 
no matter what their skill level is. Fortunate-
ly for the students whose skill levels may be 
low, this club will help improve their skills 
and will teach them the tips and tricks to tak-
ing better photos whether it be on a digital 
camera or a cell phone.
    “We’re going to start from scratch,” Di Ful-
co said. “Whether that be how to use a cam-
era, we’re just going to teach it right from the 
beginning or even like Photoshop, that too.”
    For students who are thinking of joining 
the club, Di Fulco encourages them to join 
and know that the club will be fun and edu-
cational.
    “I want everyone to feel like they are really 
a part of it and that there is a lot of ways they 
can participate,” Di Fulco said.
Juan Ocampo, a sophomore film major, is be-
yond excited for the new club to begin in the 
spring.
    “This club is past due,” Ocampo said. “I 
do not understand what took so long for the 
creation of this club in a school whose motto 
is ‘It’s All Here.’”
    Ocampo is most excited to meet new cre-
atives looking to learn more about the oppor-
tunities a camera has to offer.
    “I first started to get into film via photogra-
phy so I personally have a strong connection 
towards this field,” Ocampo said.
    Ocampo also helped spread the word about 
this club by sending out flyers through the @
networkmsu23 Instagram account, which 
helped the club gain a lot more members.
    The club’s first meeting will take place on 
Zoom on Wednesday, Feb. 17 at 3 p.m. To 
join, students can contact Marissa Di Fulco 
at   difulcom1@montclair.edu as well as the 
other board members.
    Faculty Advisor - Mike Peters: 
petersm@montclair.edu
    Vice President - Yousef Dimian: 
dimiany1@montclair.edu
    Treasurer - Stephane Arango: 
arangos1@montclair.edu
    Secretary - Heidi Raedisch: 
raedischh1@montclair.edu
The photography club is brand new at Montclair State, and students with any or no experience are invited to join. Photo courtesy of MSU Photography Club
Ian Long | The Montclarion
Every Crisis Has a Turning Point to 
Recovery, Let’s Make Sure It’s Now
wo weeks ago, an email 
from Dr. Karen Pennington, 
Vice President of Student De-
velopment and Campus Life, 
was sent out to all students, 
faculty and staff informing 
the Montclair State Univer-
sity community of the sudden 
death of Olivia “Liv” Morro. 
She was a freshman theater 
and dance major who was 
found dead in her dorm room 
in Basilone Hall in Dinallo 
Heights.
  The email included the 
phrase, “Foul play is not sus-
pected,” then went on to pro-
vide contact information about 
the university’s Counseling 
and Psychological Services 
(CAPS) and encouraged stu-
dents and employees needing 
emotional support and strug-
gling with mental illness to 
seek help.
   Too little, too late.
   The university’s response to 
this tragedy has been far too 
halfhearted. The email’s casu-
al title “Sad News” and its sto-
ic, formal tone downplayed the 
horrific incident that occurred.
   And this is not the first less-
than-stellar response to a 
student death by the univer-
sity. Just this past December, 
a student in the film program 
passed away at their home in 
Pennington, New Jersey. The 
only members of the univer-
sity informed and offered any 
solace were those within the 
film school, as a Zoom meet-
ing was held to offer resources 
for support. No announcement 
was made by the university ad-
ministration.
   During the summer of 2019, 
an incoming junior died by sui-
cide. No announcement was 
made by the university admin-
istration nor were students, 
faculty and staff informed of 
the memorial service held that 
upcoming semester.
  If the university takes such 
an interest in the mental well-
being of their students, they 
would inform us about our 
available resources frequently 
and without any reason other 
than to make those services 
known, not only after tragedy 
strikes.
   Now the university communi-
ty is being sent frequent emails 
about the importance of men-
tal health such as the encour-
agement of students to par-
ticipate in the Healthy Minds 
Study as well as one sent from 
Red Hawk News telling us 
“Your Mental Health Matters!”
   We know our mental health 
matters. What is being done 
to make sure we can do some-
thing about it?
   Sending out emails accom-
plished nothing.
    CAPS continues to be dras-
tically understaffed and under-
funded and has not been able 
to keep up with the demands 
of university students seeking 
help. In 2019, The Montclari-
on reported on the many short-
comings of CAPS, including 
an inadequate staff-to-student 
ratio. This is in addition to how 
group therapy sessions quickly 
reach capacity and limit the 
participation of new students 
and an insufficient number of 
one-on-one therapy meetings 
each semester.
   It is understood that the coro-
navirus (COVID-19) pandemic 
has taken a toll on Montclair 
State’s finances and a recovery 
from that sudden downturn 
has yet to occur, but the crisis 
of mental health within the uni-
versity’s student body is not re-
ceiving the attention it requires 
and this crisis should be taking 
back seat to no other. It is a 
matter of life and death.
  The COVID-19 pandemic has 
added fuel to the fire of the 
mental health crises, plaguing 
T people particularly in the col-
lege age range. Even before 
the pandemic, nearly 40% of 
college students experienced a 
significant mental health issue 
and of those affected, only 2/3 
sought treatment.
   Discussion of mental ill-
ness and the many different 
forms it exists through is far 
too sparse, amongst both stu-
dents and administration alike. 
While college students today 
are perhaps the most aware 
of these afflictions than their 
generational predecessors, the 
ratio of illness-to-aid clearly re-
mains out of balance.
   It is understood that talking 
openly about a deeply personal 
sickness is not something that 
comes easy to most and ignor-
ing the problem, despite its po-
tentially fatal consequences, is 
much easier. However, a funda-
mental change is required and 
no reform of that magnitude 
comes with silence and no 
change can be made without 
support from the those respon-
sible for allocating resources 
for that change.
   Olivia Morro’s death must not 
remain in vain, but instead be 
a turning point in finally pro-
viding help to those who need 
it and remove any remaining 
stigma around doing so.
   You are not alone. Please talk 
to someone about how you 
feel.
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Campus 
Voices:





By Brielle E. Wyka
“This pandemic has impacted 
my mental health by having to 
rely on the more simple things 
to keep me through. I did feel 
lonely and [worry] that my 
profession wasn’t going to be 
something I’m going to be able 
to pursue because I work in 
the theater. I think my mental 
health took a bit of a toll. I had 




“This pandemic has affected 
my mental health because I 
feel like I’m stuck. There’s no-
where you can go, or when I 
do go out I’m always thinking 
about taking precautions. And 
I’m always thinking about oth-
er people too because I have 
high-risk family members and 
so do my friends. That’s why 
I have my job at CHA now be-
cause I can encourage people 
to wear their mask and things 
like that because it’s impor-
tant.”
- Neriah McKnight
Family Science & 
Human Developement 
Senior
“This pandemic had affected 
my mental health a lot be-
cause with online school it is 
a lot harder and gives me a lot 
more anxiety which has been 
difficult to cope with and try to 
figure out how to work around 
that and still get good grades 
and be able to try my hardest 
while not being super stressed 
out about thinks I can’t con-
trol.” 
-  Hope Zaborowski
Nursing
Freshman
“The pandemic has affected 
my mental health not as much 
as one would think. I know a 
lot of people are struggling 
a lot more than me and I ac-
knowledge that, but in a broad-
er sense I know everyone is 
not sure what’s going to hap-
pen. And I never knew what 
was going to happen, so now 
we’re all in this together.”
- Chris Griffin
Communication & Media Arts 
Freshman
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EKATERINA ZELENIN
STAFF WRITER
Ekaterina Zelenin is in her second year as a 
contributing writer for The Montclarion.
Our Divided House Needs Repair
braham Lin-
otherwise.
   I have never found myself aligned with 
one of our two mainstream political 
parties. As a Libertarian, I believe in a 
small government that has little inter-
ference in one’s personal life as well as 
the economic market.
  As a Christian I have certain reserva-
tions about moral liberties, which is why 
I vote conservatively when it comes to 
pushing forth certain policies that con-
tradict my religious views, like abortion.
  So what does my political opinion 
mean? It means that as someone who 
is a third party member, I am unbiased. 
And with the disruption our nation has 
seen, I believe the Republican and Dem-
ocratic parties are ruining our union by 
driving people apart.
    Let’s face it, racism is not dead. While 
there is not much we can do to change 
people’s minds, we can fight for public 
establishments, work places and insti-
tutions to have legal protection over 
minorities. We can achieve this with 
peaceful protests, legislative changes 
and a cohesive effort across party lines. 
   However, when riots broke out as a 
result of George Floyd’s murder, many 
businesses and private properties were 
destroyed by rioters. This began a se-
ries of rather unfortunate events in 
which those who suffered from the riots 
turned away from the Black Lives Mat-
ter movement, while advocates who 
were passionate towards racial equality 
found themselves with even more oppo-
sition than before.
    Likewise, with the loss of President 
Trump to current President Biden, in-
surrectionists broke into and attacked 
the U.S. Capitol, which only brought 
more harm to the situation.
    And what do the two parties and me-
dia do when these things happen? They 
promote the hatred.
  Every story, every article and every 
speech was about the gore, the violence 
and the death. News channels like CNN 
and Fox News immaturely pointed fin-
gers at one another. Politicians started 
throwing terrorist accusations at both 
groups whilst distancing themselves 
from the blame.
  And who in the end suffered? The 
people. People who lost property, peo-
ple who got arrested and people who 
got expelled from universities and fired 
from their jobs.
    But can we blame the rioting public? 
Can we really hold them accountable 
when every outlet is throwing the other 
party under the bus? You turn on CNN 
to allegations of Trump and Republi-
cans being part of the Ku Klux Klan. 
You turn on Fox News to allegations of 
the Democrats using the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic as a means of 
controlling the public. Both networks 
are using their platform for nothing 
more than harmful propaganda.
   Whatever happened to encouraging 
independent thought? Was this country 
not built on diverse views and opinions? 
How did we get so black and white or, 
more accurately, red and blue?
    It is up to our generation to compre-
hend that we are a house very much 
divided and we are inheriting walls 
that will not stay up. If we stop listen-
ing to what the media reports as their 
A
coln once said 
that a house di-
vided amongst it-
self cannot stand. 
Though it seems 
life in the United 
States since its 
Civil War era has 
long reigned in 
peace, the era we 
live in today says 
so called truth and instead seek out the 
truth ourselves, we can find the many 
similarities between our goals as fellow 
citizens. We have the power to rally to-
gether behind causes and policies that 
will help us prosper as a nation united.
    Then, maybe, our walls will not come 
crashing down.
Two Scoops of Price Gouging
f there is any-
for a pint of ice cream when given the 
option.
    But where could one get a carton of 
ice cream? While Freeman and Sam’s 
occasionally offer ice cream, there 
is only one spot to buy it on campus. 
The Blanton Hall C-Store, a former 
roommate of Which Wich and practi-
cal standby for any residential student, 
is where one could buy a pint of Ben 
and Jerry’s. While the issue at hand 
may seem petty, the circumstances sur-
rounding it reflect its significance.
   At the Blanton C-store, one pint of 
Ben and Jerry’s costs $6.39. At first, 
this seems trivial. One could easily 
leave campus and go grocery shopping. 
After all, Target sells the same pint for 
$4.59 and Stop & Shop sells it at $3.50. 
While this is just simple comparison 
shopping, that does not leave much of 
an option for residential students.
    With the new waiver policy complicat-
ing something as simple as a trip to the 
grocery store and turning it into a bu-
reaucratic mess, it makes it extremely 
difficult for a student to leave campus to 
get a pint of ice cream at a reasonable, 
affordable price.
    What about delivery apps? Grocery 
delivery apps like Instacart and Shipt 
can run up extremely high prices for 
anyone looking to get just a pint of a 
frozen treat. While DoorDash and Uber 
Eats offer store delivery at convenience 
stores like 7-Eleven, the costs are any-
thing but.
    Ice cream is a luxury good. It offers 
no real nutritional value. That much is 
true. Plus, the university needs to sell 
goods at prices that ensure a profit. Af-
ter all, it would make sense that things 
on campus are a bit overpriced as long 
as someone could get paid a better 
wage. Convenience stores are also no-
torious for overpriced goods in small 
quantities. But the issue is that there is 





it’s that you will 
spend a good 
deal of it eating 
ice cream. It is no 
surprise that col-
lege students go 
overpriced options on campus, Amazon 
or delivery apps.
  Given residential students’ depen-
dence on both the bookstore and the 
C-Store for goods like snacks and toi-
letries, the university holds the power 
to increase prices for common, usually 
lower-priced items. Sure, students can 
buy online and have it shipped via Ama-
zon, but not everyone can afford to buy 
in bulk or pay fees to get something as 
simple as a bar of soap or a couple of 
rolls of toilet paper. Even so, Amazon 
lockers do not accept shipment of per-
ishable goods.
    It is unfair to assume that students 
can carry on with Sam’s Place and 
Freeman alone. There are things peo-
ple need that you can’t readily find in 
a place like Sam’s. Not everyone living 
on campus has a meal plan or a car to 
get food. Furthermore, the convenience 
store is meant for convenience and not 
buying in bulk. But it is the need to buy 
things to live, things that work within 
dietary restrictions and traditions that 
people need ready access to.
    It’s inconvenient to overcharge a stu-
dent who depends on Flex Dollars and 
other small items they bring with them 
to college because once those run out, 
the options that remain are far and few 
between.
CARLEY CAMPBELL   
STAFF WRITER
Carley Campbell, a sophomore journalism 
major, is in her second year as a staff writer 
for The Montclarion.
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Damien Flores | The Montclarion
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Subscription Required: 
A Criticism in Satire
ey, what 
   Wait, what? “Watch with Live TV?” 
What does that even mean? I got Hulu 
so I wouldn’t have to pay for cable.
   Okay, you guys pick something else. 
I’ll go grab us some snacks. Let’s see, 
we got popcorn, potato chips, pretzels, 
all good. Ooh, Dibs! I haven’t had Dibs 
in ages.
   Wait, what’s this on the boxes? “Up-
grade to Nestle+ and Kellogg’dOn to en-
joy these delicious treats.” Well, that’s 
inconvenient. Maybe we can just get a 
pizza.
   Is pepperoni okay with everyone? 
Cool, let me place the order. Oh! “Get 
pepperoni access when you subscribe 
to Little Nero’s Hotbox for just $0.39 
per pepperoni slice.” I guess we’ll just 
do plain.
   Have we picked a movie? Seriously, 
there’s nothing good on? Fine, let’s play 
Monopoly so I can get some sweet ca-
tharsis from bankrupting all of you. 
I can’t help but feel like I forgot to do 
something. Oh well.
    Does anyone know if Dave is com-
ing? He mentioned something about 
not subscribing to the insurance tier 
that lets you drive more than 10 miles, 
so I don’t know if he’s getting a ride or 
something.
    I feel kind of strange all of a sudden. I 
think I’m gonna lie on the couch, just let 
me know when it’s my turn.
    Where’s that pizza? Oh, good timing, it 
just got here. Mel, can you get it?
    Is Mel in the bathroom? She was liter-
ally just here. I hope she isn’t trying to 
use the toilet because I couldn’t afford 
to enroll in that penalty-free flush plan 
after the trial period ended. It hasn’t 
been fun, and I think the hemorrhoids 
are permanent at this point.
  Okay, bad news everyone. I forgot 
that produce is reserved for the first 
100 million national subscribers each 
month, so there’s no tomato sauce on 
the pizza. It’s basically cheesy bread, 
H
should we watch 
tonight, guys? You 
feeling a movie 
or something? 
I really want to 
watch “Coming 
to America” so I 
can be ready for 
the sequel. Great, 
it’s on Hulu!
but that’s still fun!
   Sweet Jesus! Mel, is that you? W-what 
happened to your skin? Did you not get 
your medication or something? What 
do you mean it’s “exclusive for new 
shoppers” now?
  My head really hurts. Whose dog is 
that? Who brought the dog? What do 
you mean there’s nothing there?
   Dana, have you always had an extra 
set of eyes in your nostrils? Randy, are 
your fingers thousands of tiny mice? Is 
it my turn in Monopoly yet? 
   Oh God, I know what I forgot. I didn’t 
renew my Concrete Reality, copyrighted 
property of Google and Epic Games, 
subscription. I’m so sorry you guys, I re-
ally am. Hang on to the nearest piece of 
furniture while it still exists.
   You know, I’m glad we all got togeth-
er tonight. The world is a crazy place 
right now and I really needed to see my 
friends. No matter what basic neces-
sity these overgrown corporations try 
to indebt us into next, I know there’s 
one thing they can’t slap a subscription 
price on: friendship.
   What’s that, Dana? Amazon just did 
that? I can’t say I’m surprised.
    Dang, the pizza is cold.
MADDYE 
BELOV-BOXER            
ASSISTANT OPINION 
EDITOR
Maddye Belov-Boxer, a junior English major, 
is in her first year as assistant opinion editor 
for The Montclarion.Ian Long | The Montclarion
Thumbs Up
Single shot Johnson 
& Johnson vaccine 
approved by FDA
Montclair State Univeristy 
appoints Dawn Meza Soufieris 
as new Vice President of Stu-
dent Development and 
Campus Life
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The Ups And Downs Of Machine Gun 
Kelly’s ‘Downfalls High’
     Richard Colson Baker, better known 
as Machine Gun Kelly (MGK), is a 
lanky, blonde, tattoo-covered rockstar. 
He has released five studio albums in 
his career after rising to popularity fol-
lowing a controversial rap fight with 
Eminem in 2018.
     Although the singer has made act-
ing appearances in films such as “Bird 
Box” and “Nerve,” I never expected 
him to be the director of his own mu-
sical.
     “Downfalls High” is a 49-minute 
musical drama which MGK shot and 
directed over the course of four days 
alongside friend and fellow musician, 
Machine Gun Kelly and Mod Sun directed the musical “Downfalls High” which some call a modern-day punk “Grease.” 
Mod Sun. The short film shows a mod-
ern punk love story drawing obvious 
similarities to the iconic 1970s film 
“Grease.” Furthermore, MGK performs 
songs from his most recent album, 
“Tickets to My Downfall,” in between 
scenes to carry the plot along.
     The film features Fenix, played by 
Chase Hudson, a quiet and mundane 
teenager and Scarlett, played by Syd-
ney Sweeney, a popular teenage girl 
surrounded by minions dressed in pink 
sweaters. The pink visuals supposedly 
reference the Pink Ladies of “Grease,” 
while Fenix represents Danny Zuko.
     The unlikely pair fall in love and it 
seems that the film is over before it even 
begins. While the storyline is encapsu-
lating, it feels overly rushed. Some in-
teractions between Fenix and Scarlett 
seem forced with glimpses of deadpan 
humor. As soon as I started getting in-
vested in the two main characters, ev-
erything plummeted and crashed.
     However, MGK and his production 
team carefully designed each set, keep-
ing small details and symbolism in 
mind.
     The film commences with Fenix 
trapped in a deserted psychiatric hospi-
tal wearing a pink straitjacket, reminis-
cent of a scene directly from a horror 
movie. Within a few seconds, MGK is 
playing his first song from the album 
called “Title Track.”
     MGK performs “Kiss Kiss,” from 
Kevin Doyle
Staff Writer
“Downfalls High” is a musical based on Machine Gun Kelly’s latest album, “Tickets To My Downfall.” Photo courtesy of Interscope Records
Photo courtesy of Interscope Records
inside his van with Travis Barker and 
sings “Drunk Face” in an abandoned 
pool. One of his more popular songs 
from the album, “Bloody Valentine,” is 
performed from a cheap stage with pa-
per hearts hanging in the background. 
In a stark contrast, “Concert for Aliens,” 
shows people vomiting into toilets in a 
room covered in graffiti.
     As MGK sings about heartbreak and 
loneliness, montage scenes of Fenix 
and Scarlett’s brief relationship pass by 
on the screen.
     A memorable scene shows Scarlett 
kissing Fenix on the sidewalk with a 
plastic bag over his head. It was unex-
pected, oddly heartwarming and left 
me wishing they had delved more into 
these types of scenes.
     In the midst of all the montages and 
chaos, something tragic happens. With-
out spoiling anything, I will admit that 
I cannot feel that much pity for the out-
come, as I was not that attached to the 
characters. This is one of the downfalls 
of “Downfalls High.”
     The most enjoyable part of the musi-
cal was MGK rocking out with his elec-
tric guitar and singing with surprise 
guests such as Trippie Redd, Blackbear 
and Iann Dior. His unique vocal range 
and cynical outlook on life has always 
drawn me to his music.
     While the film has its flaws, it is im-
pressive, cheesy at points and delivers a 
thorough synopsis of the album. MGK’s 
traumatic past gives him the inspiration 
for his music and it is evident that his 
emotional performances are a way to 
let go of those experiences.
     After watching, I grew to love MGK’s 
music even more because of the char-
acters, storyline and visuals combined 
that gave “Tickets To My Downfall” a 
meaningful and memorable purpose.
     As merely the first visual piece Ma-
chine Gun Kelly has directed, we can 
only hope to see more projects like 
“Downfalls High” in the future.
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Megan Lim
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Peter Kavinsky, played by Noah Centineo, sharing a dance at the prom with Lara Jean, played by Lana Condor. Photo courtesy of Netflix
     Deservingly earning a spot in Net-
flix’s daily Top 10 rankings, the final 
installment of the “To All the Boys I’ve 
Loved Before” trilogy delivered fans 
two hours of nonstop warm, fuzzy 
feelings and smiles just in time for 
Valentine’s Day.
     Directed by Michael Fimognari and 
produced by Matt Kaplan, “To All the 
Boys: Always and Forever” premiered 
Friday, Feb. 12.
     The film is the goodbye letter that 
fans needed to properly send off the dy-
namic duo of hopeless romantic Lara 
Jean Covey, played by Lana Condor, 
and the charming athlete Peter Kavin-
sky, played by Noah Centineo. Hav-
ing successfully navigated their way 
through an initially fake relationship, 
mixed feelings and infidelity in the first 
two films, the couple now faces senior 
year and the anxiety-inducing feat of 
having to go to college without one 
another.
     “To All the Boys: Always and Forev-
er” takes on the most realistic plotline 
of the series, making it all the more 
enjoyable and hard to get away from. 
This is especially true for those who 
are able to relate to the excitement and 
pressure that comes along with the 
college admissions process and new 
beginnings.
     Aside from the driving question of 
whether Lara Jean and Peter will at-
tend college together, what also makes 
the film satisfyingly authentic is the 
fans’ knowledge of the real-life chem-
istry shared by Condor and Centineo. 
The two actors have openly shared 
the connection they developed while 
filming, which translates effortlessly to 
the cinematic romance they are tasked 
to portray.
     The duo’s obvious fondness of one 
another leaves viewers wondering 
what they will miss more: the pairing 
of on-screen Lara Jean and Peter or off-
screen Lana and Noah.
     Those who closely follow Centineo 
are especially able to see how his 
personality shines through his role, 
making it pleasantly questionable 
whether Centineo is acting as Peter or 
simply enjoying his time with Lana and 
the cast.
     The on-camera team consists of 
actors like Janel Parrish from “Pretty 
Little Liars,” Ross Butler from “13 Rea-
sons Why,” Anna Cathcart, Madeleine 
Arthur, John Corbett and several others 
who contribute to a plausible, tight-
knit family that undergoes their own 
growth and development in the film. 
Their roles and increased screen time 
do not detract from the central focus 
of Lara Jean and Peter’s relationship, 
but instead serve to create an intimacy 
among the characters that fans cannot 
help but want in on.
     Also enviable is the vast amount 
of traveling done during the shooting 
of the film. Shot at tourist hotspots in 
New York City, New York and Seoul, 
South Korea, the characters experi-
ence a positive culture shock as they 
visit universities, cartoon-like cafes, 
renowned bake shops and other places 
that often make it onto people’s bucket 
lists.
     These locations, in combination 
with Lara Jean’s unparalleled ward-
robe, the set’s use of strikingly vibrant 
colors and the introduction of K-pop 
music provided the unbeatable aes-
thetic that all three installments of the 
trilogy reeled people in with from the 
start.
     The visual appeal of “To All the 
Boys: Always and Forever” is so memo-
rable that it fortunately makes the less 
than smooth editing of the film easier 
to forget.
     Having to adapt author Jenny Han’s 
over 300-page novel into a cinematic 
experience is understandably a chal-
lenge given the story’s many changes in 
setting. With a snap of a finger, viewers 
find themselves wondering how the 
characters made their way from South 
Korea to home to New York and back 
again. The choppy flow of events is 
enough to momentarily derail attention 
before viewers are once again roped 
in and consumed by the sweetness of 
Lara Jean and Peter.
     As for whether people can expect 
to see a continuation of Lara Jean and 
Peter’s story in the future, the actors 
say it is unlikely.
     “I feel content,” Centineo told Girl-
friend magazine earlier this month. “I 
think of all the ways to say goodbye to 
a character, I think the way that we’ve 
done it in the third film, it feels good to 
me.”
     While it may not feel good for fans 
to say goodbye to the “To All the Boys 
I’ve Loved Before” trilogy, they can take 
consolation in the third film’s success 
in closing the journey.
‘To All the Boys: Always and 
Forever’ Will Forever Have a 
Place in Fans’ Hearts
Lara Jean (Lana Condor) and Christine (Madeleine Arthur) 
snap a selfie in New York City.
Top Picks
to Stream 
‘10 Things I Hate About You’
on Disney+
     If you’re yearning for a cheesy roman-
tic comedy and some 2000s nostalgia this 
February, then “10 Things I Hate About 
You” is the perfect movie to watch. 
     It follows the classic bad boy and nerdy 
girl plot, but has enough of its own person-
ality to be worth the watch. Kat, the nerd 
in question, has quick comebacks and in-
sults that make you want to find an enemy. 
She provides humor and a saving grace for 
those who are single this Valentine’s Day. 
There are surely enough cheesy moments 
to fill that rom-com need that arises every 
Feb. 14. 
     The film was inspired by Shakespeare’s 
“The Taming of the Shrew”, so if you read 
the play or the Sparknotes in high school 
you can feel smart while catching on to 
the similarities and hints from the original 
play. “10 Things I Hate About You” has the 
humor, heart and Heath Ledger needed to 
smile on a snowy day.
- Rose Kershner
Social Media Manager
Photo courtesy of New Line Cinema
     With February being the month of love, 
why not check out a Nicholas Sparks film? 
Notorious for melting people’s hearts with 
his novels that ultimately become films, 
some of Sparks’ best work is available to 
stream today.
     “The Notebook” is a 2004 classic star-
ring the talented Rachel McAdams (Allie) 
and heartthrob Ryan Gosling (Noah), that 
is sure to make you laugh, cry and smile all 
at the same time. 
     Set in a flashback to the 1940s, view-
ers follow an epic love story as it comes 
together, falls apart and comes together 
again. With its monumental time jumps 
and endearing plot twists, “The Notebook” 
is the perfect movie to watch this February, 
or any month. 
     Streaming now on HBO Max, be sure to 
check out this groundbreaking love story, 




Photo courtesy of Buena Vista Pictures
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WMSC Students Nominated For 12 
National Awards
Look out college radio, because Mont-
clair State University’s very own station, 
WMSC, has been nominated for 12 
national awards by The Intercollegiate 
Broadcasting System. The Montclarion 
Entertainment Editor Sam Nungesser 
caught up with student nominees Kaya 
Maciak, a junior communication and 
media arts major and WMSC program 
director, and Josh Tirado, a senior tele-
vision and digital arts major with a con-
centration in audio and sound design 
and WMSC station manager, to discuss 
their nominations.
What awards were you nominated for?
Maciak: I’ve been nominated for Best 
Business Director (Office Manager) in 
the Nation. The official WMSC news-
letter was nominated for Best Station 
Blog, which is a project I pitched and 
founded back when I was office assis-
tant in my second semester of freshman 
year. The very first editions contained 
15 pages of content that I composed on 
my own.
Now the newsletter is three semesters 
old, recognized nationally and has 
a new chief editor [who is] Sabrina 
Hajsok, the current office manager. The 
third nomination we received is for Best 
Use of YouTube where [I sang a cover] 
of “Rise Up” by Andra Day, dedicated 
to the elderly residents that my mom 
works with as a recreation therapist 
in Brooklyn, [that] premiered on the 
Morning Buzz.
Tirado: I have been nominated for 
Best College Programming Director in 
the Nation along with multiple other 
nominations for individual pieces such 
as Best Use of Sound Effects and Best 
Radio Drama
How did you get involved with WMSC?
Maciak: The former Morning Buzz 
producer encouraged me to attend a 
general meeting in my first semester of 
freshman year. I felt overwhelmed and 
definitely was nervous, but I pushed 
myself and the rest is history.
Tirado: On my first tour of [Montclair 
State] my guide pointed out that there 
was a radio station and the rest is 
history. It was the first and only club I 
sought out and joined my first semes-
ter.
Can you talk a little bit about the 
work you’ve done for WMSC?
Maciak: I started as a team member of 
the digital marketing team in my first 
semester of freshman year where I 
was responsible for creating posts for 
all our social media platforms at least 
once a week. I assisted in the social 
media coverage of the 2018 election 
night for WMSC.
I then was approached by the office 
manager at the time and was asked 
if I was interested in becoming office 
assistant. The idea of creating a bridge 
between the general members and 
student management and [getting to] 
plan events thrilled me, so I jumped at 
the opportunity.
There I planned several events like the 
Valentine’s Day Bake Sale, a Harry Pot-
ter-themed banquet and made an effort 
to collaborate with other organizations 
on campus like the Student Recreation 
Center for Friend’s Day. After one 
semester of being office assistant, I 
was promoted to office manager. I vol-
unteered as office manager for a year, 
where my daily responsibilities consist-
ed of leading the newsletter, drafting 
press releases for events, planning and 
executing events and secretarial work 
to maintain organization within the 
Amanda Marino (left), Joshua Tirado (center) and Kaya Maciak (right) at the 2020 homecoming bonfire. Photo courtesy of Ryan Trick
station.
Also during my time as office manager, 
I volunteered as a social media coordi-
nator for The College Radio Founda-
tion, running their Instagram account 
to promote World College Radio Day 
and College Radio Day. I also served as 
a student correspondent for the events 
between WMSC and The College Ra-
dio Foundation task force.
Just this semester, I was promoted 
to program director and immediately 
started my role during winter break. I 
started training by scheduling shows 
for our winter session for hours on end 
every single day until I was confident 
with the programming software we 
use, which is NexGen.
Tirado: I’ve been a student manager 
for four years now. I started in January 
2018 as the assistant production di-
rector where I stayed for a year before 
moving up to the production director 
role. There I made a lot of features and 
public service announcements. One of 
my favorite projects, one of which was 
nominated, was a series of short form 
radio plays featuring different mytho-
logical settings.
The nominated episode, “Crusade of 
Hearts,” featured the wizard Merlin 
from the Avalonian Mythos as a radio 
host.
After being production director for 
a year, I became the programming 
director as well. Last semester I had 
to juggle both roles of programming 
[director] and production [director] 
which was a hard task, but receiving 
this nomination makes it worth it in 
the end. Now for my final semester, I 
have the role of station manager and 
look forward to all the exciting things I 
can do for this role.
How has being a part of the radio 
station impacted both your college 
and professional experience?
Maciak: College radio really was the 
first extracurricular activity I joined 
in college before I understood the 
pre-professional experience I would 
gain from my time here. It started out 
as a hobby for me, being like a safe 
haven for me to enjoy the things I like 
[such as] creating content and talking 
on-air.
However, joining the student man-
agement team allowed me to see the 
complexity and seriousness of oper-
ating a radio station. The mere idea 
that the hard work we put in to ensure 
our station is running will be reward-
ed by successfully broadcasting 24/7, 
releasing content created by each of 
our teams and being recognized for na-
tional awards, amazed me. That same 
butterfly feeling is still with me as I 
understand how much experience and 
skills I gained just from simply contrib-
uting and staying involved.
I’m now able to add radio broadcast-
ing, hosting a radio show remotely and 
in-studio, manning a soundboard, news 
and public affairs reporting, audio-edit-
ing and video editing, content creation 
and social media management to my 
professional background.
Tirado: It’s been fun. It’s been cool. 
Before joining, I didn’t really know 
how to even edit audio and now that’s 
my major and what I do for a living. 
I’ve also received many opportunities 
from the station [such as] being able to 
represent college radio in the [United 
States] at a conference in the United 
Kingdom [and] earning scholarships 
from my participation in radio as a 
whole. The station has shaped my life 
immensely.
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Kaya Maciak is a junior communication and media arts major and current WMSC program director.
Josh Tirado is a senior television and digital media arts major with a concentration in 
audio and sound design and current WMSC station manager.
How has working during the pan-
demic impacted the WMSC experi-
ence this year? How do you feel about 
the overall work given the circum-
stances?
Maciak: The pandemic has been harsh 
on college radio stations nationally and 
internationally. Many college radios 
either seized their operations or had to 
close down. This was a reality that we 
faced in the beginning of the pandem-
ic, not truly knowing where the future 
would take us.
Thanks to the support of the School of 
Communication and Media, Chief En-
gineer Adam Goldberg and our Gener-
al Manager Anabella Poland, we were 
able to continue operating remotely 
during the pandemic when other 
stations couldn’t. Students were able 
to maintain some sense of routine and 
continue their involvement at the sta-
tion [even] when things weren’t looking 
so bright. Our members persevered 
with us during such a difficult time and 
it really shows through the content that 
we publish.
What went through your head when 
you found out you’d been nominated 
for a national award?
Maciak: It honestly took me a full 
24-hours to process the nomination. 
It’s been a very difficult period for me 
personally and my family during the 
pandemic and my involvement in radio 
grounded me and motivated me to 
continue evolving professionally. This 
nomination was emotional for me and 
my family because it was good news 
that we haven’t received in a long time.
Tirado: [I’ll] keep it real with you, it 
wasn’t the excitement that I felt. I’ve 
been submitting for awards since my 
freshman year and I’ve created so 
many things that I loved and I thought 
were amazing that haven’t received 
nominations. Even though it may not 
seem like it, that definitely creates an 
amount of stress and anxiety.
Last semester was brutal for me with 
the amount of work that I forced upon 
myself. It seriously made me reconsid-
er my priorities in life and put me in 
a rut. So this nomination means a lot 
to me and my future career path and I 
hope it can revitalize my passion for all 
that I do.
What are your future hopes for 
WMSC?
Maciak: I truly hope that WMSC 
expands and we recruit more students 
in the next couple of years. WMSC 
welcomes students from all majors 
and colleges and diversity, equity and 
inclusion are core values and utmost 
priorities at the station. We want to see 
our WMSC family grow to reflect all 
the amazing talent we have right here 
on our campus.
Tirado: Right now I hope we can 
go back to being in the studio, so no 
other programming director has to 
go through so much work and has 
the time to be a proper programming 
director [who can] curate content and 
make fun, innovative programs.
What would you tell incoming mem-
bers that hope to go on the same 
path as you?
Maciak: The amount of work you put 
in determines the amount of knowl-
edge, experience and opportunities 
you will gain out of your involvement. 
You have the support and resources to 
bring in new initiatives and projects to 
the table and you ultimately pave your 
own legacy at the station.
Tirado: (Laughs) I would question 
their sanity. But in all honesty, this ex-
perience is what you make of it. There 
are so many opportunities available, all 
you have to do is put the effort in.
The winners will be announced during 
a virtual conference from March 2 to 
March 6.
Photo courtesy of Ryan Trick
Photo courtesy of the School of Com-
munication and Media
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     Despite the Oscar-winning star pow-
er the filmmakers assembled, “The Lit-
tle Things” ultimately fails as a film in 
more ways than one.
     “The Little Things” is a neo-noir thrill-
er written, directed and produced by 
John Lee Hancock, best known for di-
recting the 2009 film “The Blind Side.” 
It stars Rami Malek, Denzel Washing-
ton and Jared Leto, all of whom have 
previously won Academy Awards in 
acting.
     The film takes place in Los Ange-
les in the early 1990s and focuses on 
the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s De-
partment’s search for a serial killer tar-
geting women. The lead detective, Jim 
Baxter, played by Rami Malek, enlists 
the help of deputy sheriff Joe “Deke” 
Deacon, played by Denzel Washington, 
to help as the current case possesses 
similarities to a past case when Deacon 
was lead detective. As their investiga-
tion progresses, Baxter and Deacon set 
their sights on a specific suspect, Albert 
Sparma, played by Jared Leto.
     The film had initially developed hype 
due to the on-screen talent attached to 
it, and that was a large reason that the 
film caught my attention as well. I am a 
huge fan of Malek’s work on the series 
“Mr. Robot,” Leto’s work in “Dallas Buy-
ers Club” and Denzel Washington is, of 
course, Denzel Washington. This trio 
hinted at the backbone of a potential-
Thomas Neira
Editor-in-Chief
ly great film, but unfortunately, all had 
their faults.
     Malek has a certain demeanor about 
him that makes him believable as a 
nervous character, most notably found 
within his speech. On “Mr. Robot,” he 
plays a socially anxious computer hack-
er, and this even works in “Bohemian 
Rhapsody,” where he presents the con-
fident and flamboyant Freddie Mercury 
as a flawed and deeply fearful charac-
ter. With that being said, he is not all 
that convincing as a young, cocky, hot-
shot detective until perhaps the final 
half-hour of the movie.
     As for the other two leads, Leto is 
known for over-preparing for some of 
his roles and this is one of them. He 
seems too into character for such a 
blunder of a film, but his dedication is 
still admirable and makes him the most 
interesting character to watch.
     The film relies too heavily on Wash-
ington just playing himself: the classic 
Denzel attitude, the classic one-liners, 
the classic troubled character back-
ground. Washington is still as fun as 
always to watch, but it just feels like I 
have seen this before. However, this is 
less the fault of Washington himself and 
more the fault of lazy screenwriting.
     The screenplay is riddled with over-
used cop drama tropes and cheesy cop 
conversations and expressions. One 
scene I recall in particular involves De-
tective Baxter and Deke speaking about 
the case on a bridge at night when Bax-
ter asks Deke if he believes in God. To 
this Deke replies that he does but some-
times he feels like God does not care.
     If I had a nickel for every time I have 
seen a cop drama or thriller where 
there is a conversation pertaining to the 
possible existence of some sort of deity 
or higher power, I would most likely be 
a rich man right now.
     The writing does not necessarily get 
better after this. I am not an expert on 
how members of law enforcement ac-
tually communicate with each other, 
but due to the dialogue of “The Little 
Things” being as cliche as thousands 
of similar movies, I think it’s safe to as-
sume that this is not an accurate repre-
sentation.
     The writing is so insincere that it 
does not really feel like a cop movie at 
all. It feels like someone who is a big 
fan of crime thrillers tried their best to 
recreate their best imitation of one, but 
in the end prove they really know noth-
ing on the subject.
     The editing is another horrendous 
aspect of the film, especially the first 30 
to 45 minutes. There were so many un-
necessary cuts that it actually made me 
dizzy. Once I realized how bad the edit-
ing was within the first five minutes, I 
somewhat stopped focusing on the plot 
of the film and focused all my attention 
on looking for as many odd and untime-
ly cuts as possible, and I found way too 
many.
     The distracting cutting also led to bla-
Photo courtesy of Warner Bros. PicturesRami Malek (right) plays lead detective Jim Baxter.
‘The Little Things’
Misses the Mark Big Time
Denzel Washington plays Deputy Sheriff Joe “Deke” Deacon.
tant continuity errors which I normally 
overlook in any other film, but found to 
be extremely bothersome in this case.
     Fortunately, the frequent cutting 
significantly dies down in the final two 
thirds of the film, but by then the dam-
age had already been done.
And if that were not enough, the plot of 
the film itself is such a drag. The events 
unfold at such a slow and unexciting 
pace that I am finding it difficult to label 
this movie as a thriller.
     There is all this focus on the detec-
tives investigating one sole suspect 
when there are millions of people living 
in the entirety of Los Angeles that you 
would at least hope the ending is excit-
ing. I spent all this time watching this 
film (and nearly falling asleep at one 
point) just to end up with an unsatisfy-
ing conclusion.
     I am also unsure of what Hancock 
was trying to convey to viewers with 
this film. There seems to be no real 
message to take away, things just sort 
of end. I cannot complain about that too 
much though as I was just happy the 
film ended at all.
     “The Little Things” is set to leave 
HBO Max on Feb. 28 as part of Warner 
Bros. Pictures plan to release all of their 
2021 films on the streaming service for 
a month each, but if I were one of the 
Warner Bros., I would heavily consider 
withdrawing it sooner.
Jared Leto plays Albert Sparma, the main suspect of the 
case.
Photo courtesy of Warner 
Bros. Pictures
Photo courtesy of Warner Bros. 
Pictures
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     The Montclair State Univer-
sity women’s basketball team 
defeated the Kean University 
Cougars 67-46 last Friday. 
The dominant performance 
was led by junior guards Julia 
Sutton and Trisha Peterson, 
who combined for 26 points. 
However, head coach Karin 
Harvey also shared some of 
that spotlight and added to her 
many accomplishments as she 
captured her 300th career win 
as a collegiate head coach.
     “When you think about your 
300th win, you think about all 
those players that played be-
fore this team that have helped 
me as a coach and make this 
program what it is,” Harvey 
said. “It’s an honor. It really is.”
     Harvey is in her 14th season 
as head coach for the women’s 
basketball team, totaling up 
288 wins as a Red Hawk. She 
also coached a year at Drew 
University, which is to this 
date the best season in their 
team’s history.
     Montclair State came into 
this game on a roll after win-
ning both games the weekend 
prior. Kean, on the other hand, 
started the season off 0-2.
     After an even battle out of 
the gates, Peterson drained a 
three-pointer with just a few 
seconds remaining in the first 
quarter, which proved enough 
Jess Liptzin
Assistant Sports Editor
to give the Red Hawks a 13-10 
going into the second quar-
ter. Once the second quarter 
got going, it was all Montclair 
State from there.
     Senior guard Taylor Brown 
played another great game, 
grabbing eight rebounds and 
getting nine points. Continu-
ing her senior campaign, she 
has lead this Red Hawks team 
to an undefeated start in the 
New Jersey Athletic Confer-
ence (NJAC).
     As the second quarter went 
on, it was a full team effort as 
Sutton, freshman guard Ken-
dall Hodges and sophomore 
forward Saniya Myers helped 
Montclair State go on an 11-0 
run. They never looked back.
     After Montclair State won 
the third quarter by a score of 
24-9, it was out of reach for 
the Cougars.
     Harvey was impressed by 
the team’s defensive perfor-
mance throughout the game.
     “I thought we played really 
well today,” Harvey said. “We 
limited their three-point shot 
and switched a lot on defense. 
This was our best defensive 
game that was played so far 
and we’ve been working hard 
on that in practice. That and 
the rebounding were the dif-
ference.”
     Senior forward Kayla Bush, 
junior guard Kelly Smith and 
Brown were the big factors in 
helping the Red Hawks gather 
41 rebounds; 13 more than 
their opponent.
      Overall, the Red Hawks’ 
hard work paid off. Eleven 
members of the team got a 
basket, including freshman 
guard Kayla Worsley-Wooten, 
who knocked down a three 
with only four minutes left in 
the game. By the sound of the 
Montclair State bench after 
that shot, they seemed to be-
lieve the game was all but over.
     Montclair State wrapped up 
the weekend with another win, 
putting them 4-1 on the sea-
son as they stay undefeated in 
the conference. Next weekend 
they look to take on Rutgers-
Newark, who are coming off a 
0-2 skid to William Patterson.
The Red Hawks women’s basketball team poses with head coach Karin Harvey after the game.
Senior forward Kayla Bush attempts a layup.   
The win also makes it four straight victories for the team
Photo courtesy of Julia Radley
Photo courtesy of Julia Radley
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Men’s Lacrosse Season Preview
The team hopes their experienced roster can win the conference
     After a sudden end to their 2020 
season, the Montclair State University 
men’s lacrosse team is looking to come 
back into the fray, with a vengeance in 
a new environment changed by the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.
     The 2019 season for the men’s la-
crosse team was more than decent: a 
winning record of 10-7, a 6-1 record 
at Sprague Field and a win in the 
conference tournament against Kean 
University. Unfortunately, their season 
ended in the conference semifinals 
against Stockton University. It was a 
tough break for the team, but in ret-
rospect, they should be very proud of 
that season.
     As 2020 rolled around, the Red 
Hawks got off to a hot start, winning 
the first four games of the season. All 
of the games except the first against 
DeSales University were close, but 
a win is a win and the team was in a 
huge momentum swing to kick off the 
new year.
     The next couple of games did not 
go their way, as they lost to Ursinus 
College and Stevens Institute of Tech-
nology at Sprague Field. However, not 
even at the midway point of the sea-
son, the unthinkable happens.
     The COVID-19 pandemic began 
to spread throughout the country and 
due to the uncertainty around it, many 
of our usual ways of life began to shut 
down, including athletics ranging 
from professional leagues, all the way 
to Division III sports.
     After the New Jersey Athletic Con-
ference (NJAC) shut down sports for 
the rest of the semester, the Colonial 
States Athletic Conference (CSAC) 
followed suit. The day before the 
team’s game at Hartwick College, the 
announcement was made that all ath-
letics were suspended until at least 
April 3, 2020.
     Even though last semester had no 
competitions or tournaments, practic-
es still went on at Sprague Field and 
workouts began to commence at Pan-
zer Athletic Center. The Red Hawks 
were back at work, prepping to hope-
fully start another season without any 
more interruptions and while staying 
safe from COVID-19.
     After countless hours put in on 
and off the field while having to anx-
iously wait for new updates regarding 
the sport, the CSAC made an update 
at the end of November announcing 
that winter sports would not be played 
through the month of January.
     But finally, on Feb. 7, the CSAC 
made the official announcement that 
the lacrosse season will be played dur-
ing the Spring 2021 semester while 
following Return to Play guidelines 
and all other rules set out by local 
health officials and the NCAA. At long 
last there is a season to look forward 
to, but throughout these tough times, 
the lacrosse team has made some 
strides in and out of the sport.
     Christian Boyle, junior midfielder 
for Montclair State, is confident that 
this season will not end like last sea-
son and that he will make the most out 
of the opportunity.
     “This year I’m gonna take in every 
day and enjoy just the ability to play 
each day,” Boyle said.
He also recognizes the COVID-19 re-
strictions in place but does not see 
that as an obstacle.
     “The COVID restrictions can be a 
hassle sometimes but if it’s what we 
have to do in order to play and actu-
ally have a season, then I’m all for it,” 
Boyle said.
     Not only is Boyle looking forward 
to the upcoming season, but he is also 
yearning to play with his friends and 
fellow teammates and play for a cham-
pionship. The Red Hawks return a 
number of talented players from last 
year, including sophomore attack Ty-
ler McCreery and senior goalie Mat-
thew McLaren.
     “I am extremely confident in my 
squad this year because we return a 
lot of experienced guys and everyone’s 
ready to go all out since most, if not 
all of us, lost a season last year,” Boyle 
said.
     Campbell Donovan, the student 
manager of the lacrosse team, lays 
out the team’s goals very concisely in 
terms of what they want to accom-
plish.
     “Our goals are to win the CSAC and 
make a run in the NCAA tournament,” 
Donovan said. “So, it’s about the little 
things and ultimately doing the right 
thing on and off the field.”
     It was a long time coming, but with 
the spring semester in full swing, the 
basketball season being a success so 
far in the NJAC and the football team 
prepping to begin their season as well, 
the lacrosse team can jump into the 
competition soon and resume their 
passion once again. Even with the pro-
tocols in place and a likely shortened 




Montclair State University’s Daron Sirni faces off with a DeSales University lacrosse player as they fight for the ball. Photo courtesy of Sunah Choudhry
Photo courtesy of Sunah ChoudhryThe men’s lacrosse team huddles together to go over the next play.
The Montclarion • March 4, 2021 • PAGE 19
need to do most of the time 
you usually win. We want to 
get ourselves back in the NJAC 
tournament and once you’re 
there anything can happen.”
     After a year full of unfortu-
nate circumstances, it is clear 
that the baseball team is excit-
ed and grateful for this upcom-
ing season. For some of these 
players, it is the longest stretch 
they have ever gone without 
playing baseball and they are 
looking forward to getting back 
in the swing of things.
     Cosentino spoke about how 
he feels to be back with his team-
mates. 
     “Just going to the field, seeing 
the guys and all the coaches has 
been amazing, Cosentino said. 
“I love just even being able to go 
outside and be around people. I 
can’t wait for us to get started.”
Thursday, March 4, 2021montclarionsports@gmail.com
Montclair State Men’s Baseball Hopes to 
Build Off 2020 Success
      Nearly a year has passed 
since the Montclair State Uni-
versity baseball team’s season 
was canceled due to the coro-
navirus (COVID-19) pandemic. 
     Although the past year has 
been filled with unfortunate 
circumstances and uncertainty, 
second-year head coach Dave 
Lorber believes the adversity 
has brought his team closer.
     “The guys have responded 
fantastic and haven’t missed 
a beat,” Lorber said. “They all 
realize this is something com-
pletely out of their control. 
Our family mentality and our 
togetherness as a group has 
helped us get through it. We’re 
excited about what’s ahead and 
hopefully playing games.”
     Last season the Red Hawks 
started off at 8-4, which in-
cluded a two-game sweep of 
SUNY Cortland, who were 
ranked 25th in the country, 
and five straight wins before 
the remainder of their season 
was canceled. The team was 
coming together well and just 
starting to unlock some of their 
potential as a group. 
     While it hurts to lose a sea-
son due to circumstances be-
yond their control, the team 
rests confidently knowing that 
better things are coming.
     “Last year was the first block 
put in place of how we should 
play, what our expectations are 
and how good we can be when 
we put it all together,” Lorber 
said. We’ve got a lot of those 
pieces back and we’re excited 
to continue that forward mo-
mentum.”
     Those pieces include a 
few players who are looking 
to build on their great starts 
from last year. Senior infielder 
Hayden Reyes batted a team 
best .474 along with 10 runs 
scored and 10 RBIs in just 11 
games.
     Senior infielder Joe Norton 
and junior first baseman Peter 
Cosentino also posted strong 
numbers. Norton batted .320 
with right RBIs and Cosentino 
hit .349 along with a .455 on-
base percentage. The lineup 
will also be looking for pro-
duction from players like se-
nior catcher Anthony Guarino 
and freshman outfielder Mike 
Murphy.
     Their pitching staff will lean 
on the experience of fifth-year 
seniors Brian Reiss and Sean 
Lewandoski along with sopho-
mores Ben Levine and Patrick 
Cuccurullo, who have some 
experience as freshmen last 
season. The bullpen will also 
feature senior Justin Silva and 
junior Alec Benzinger. 
    The Red Hawks are also 
looking to build on their brand 
of exciting, pressure-filled 
baseball that Lorber brought 
with him in his first season at 
Montclair State.
     “At the end of the day bas-
erunning is offense,” Lorber 
said. “Everyone wants to talk 
themontclarion.org
about hitting, but there’s more 
than just hitting. You need to 
find ways to score runs and 
baserunning is one of them. 
We want to have a relentless 
approach to causing mayhem 
and pressure. It’s definitely a 
big part of what we want to 
be.”
     The players have bought 
into Lorber’s coaching style, 
including Cosentino. 
     “Coach Lorber really put 
into our heads the proper 
mindset we need in order to 
win games,” Cosentino said. 
“Everything he shows us, he 
always explains why we’re do-
ing it and why it works. When 
we execute the things he talks 
about, it leads to us winning 
games.”
     The Red Hawks will need to 
be sharp throughout the sea-
son if they want to reach their 
goal of being at the top of the 
New Jersey Athletic Confer-
ence (NJAC). The conference 
is filled with talent from top to 
bottom with no easy victories 
on the schedule. Every game 
is against a quality opponent 
with coaches who will have 
their teams well prepared.
    Lorber spoke about the 
team’s expectations heading 
into the upcoming season.
     “Our expectation is we only 
worry about ourselves and 
how we prepare,” Lorber said. 
“If we play our best brand of 
baseball it doesn’t matter who 
you put up against us. When 
we execute and do what we 
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Junior first baseman Peter Cosentino
 awaits a pitch.
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